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Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
406 East Second Street
Carson City, NV 89701
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
NGCDD Members Present: Chair, Christine Riggi; Vice-Chair, Max Lowe; Stacy Alaribe; Anna Marie Binder; Stacy Carlston; Ellen Frias-Wilcox; Jennifer Frischmann; Vickie Ives; Kathleen Kingston; Randall Owen; Ashley Price; Art Reitz; Gabriel Tejada; Brynlin Thornley; Vivian Turner; Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh
NGCDD Members Absent: Melissa Bart-Plange; Lisa Bonie; Taylor Chaney; Diana Davis; Jack Mayes
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Self- Advocacy Coordinator; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant; Kimberly Palma-Ortega, Public Health Liaison; Marisol Rivas, Project Manager
Public Present: Rebeka Acosta; Emily Beech; Autumn Blattman; Heather Lafferty; Meredith Levine; Lori Lutu; Kelcy Meyer; Shelle Murach; Sabrina Schnur; Jackie Shelton; Mike Stewart; Lynda Tache; Jessica Wylie; Belz and Case Government Affairs (no name for the record)
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Council Chair, Christine Riggi at 9:05 a.m. 
Executive Assistant, Rebecca Ortiz verified that the agenda for this meeting was posted to the appropriate locations on November 30, 2023.


Land Acknowledgment
Max Lowe, Council Vice-Chair, provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu and Wa She Shu. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.

Public Comment
Ms. Riggi inquired if there was any public comment. She verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically.
· Lynda Tache stated that she is a parent of a 22-year-old with autism, ADHD, sensory integration, and dyslexia. His name is Grant. She is also the co-founder, President, and CEO of the Nonprofit Collaboration Center Foundation in Southern Nevada.
She wanted to let everyone know that they have a five-acre campus that serves individuals and families living with all intellectual and developmental disabilities over the entire lifespan. They also have nine community partners that are currently operating with them on campus that include Boys Town Autism and Neurodevelopmental clinic; Let's talk Therapy Center Developmental Preschool; Speech OT ABA PT; and a state Medicaid office. They are available to meet and give anyone a tour any time because their model is to collaborate with people on and off statewide. She is also faculty for the Nevada Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities (LEND) program and was a trainee in 2013. She has been following the DD Council over the years and just wanted to say thank you for doing great things to help my family personally and the ones that we serve have a better quality of life. She’s just here to let the council know that she is here to help in any way shape or form.
Approval of September 2023 Meeting Minutes
Ms. Riggi opened the floor for discussion of the September 7, 2023 minutes. 

Mr. Lowe motioned to accept the September 7, 2023 minutes as written. Anna Marie Binder seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
2024 Council Meetings and Calendar
Ms. Riggi introduced this item to the council. She discussed the 2024 draft council calendar in the meeting materials titled “NGCDD 2024 Calendar”. Ms. Riggi deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further conversation. Ms. Riggi opened this item for discussion. 
Mr. Lowe motioned to approve the NGCDD 2024 Calendar with the recommended changes. Jennifer Frischmann seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Consumer Leadership Development Fund Presentations (CLDF)
Ms. Riggi introduced this item and invited Rebeka Acosta and Staci Petralba to present on the events they attended using the Council’s Consumer Leadership Development Funds. 
Ms. Acosta presented on the Arc’s 2023 National Convention in New Orleans, LA on November 6-8, 2023 that she was able to attend using the CLDF. 
Ms. Riggi tabled this item. 
Executive Committee Updates
Ms. Riggi introduced this item to the council and deferred it to Ms. Nielsen for further discussion.
Ms. Nielsen gave a brief explanation on the no cost extension on funds from Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2023 and the approval of $10,000 for participant support for the 2023 Commission for Persons who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing Engagement Conference. Ms. Nielsen also discussed the current staffing needs of the Council and the background of the response to public health and emerging needs objectives being met by the council. She discussed the addition of the Public Health Liaison position to staff. Ms. Nielsen also discussed the Memorandum of Understanding with the State Agency policy and its current progress. She opened this item for discussion. 
Voting Videos
Ms. Riggi introduced this item to the council and deferred it to Ms. Nielsen for further discussion.
Ms. Nielsen gave a brief update on information on the voting and election videos being created in partnership with the Secretary of State’s office. NGCDD staff worked with Mountain Dog Visual Media to film these videos.
Grantee Presentations
Ms. Riggi introduced this item to the council and deferred to Marisol Rivas, Projects Manager, to introduce the grantees and open the floor for their presentations.
[bookmark: _Hlk153267213]Ms. Rivas invited Ms. Nielsen and Meredith Levine from the Kenny Guinn Center to discuss the Housing Grant from FFY 22 and 23, including the housing report. They opened this item for discussion.
Ms. Rivas discussed the Housing Grant from FFY 23 under the JUSTin Hope Foundation. She opened this item for discussion.
Ms. Rivas invited Jessica Wylie from Best Buddies to discuss the Employment Grant from FFY 23 and 24. They opened this item for discussion. 
Ms. Rivas discussed the Transition Grant from FFY 23 under the Family Support Council. She opened this item for discussion. 
Ms. Rivas invited Ms. Nielsen to discuss the Transition Grant from FFY 24 under the Statewide Independent Living Council. They opened this item for discussion.
Ms. Rivas discussed the second Transition Grant from FFY 24 under GiGi’s Playhouse. She opened this item for discussion.
Policy Committee
Ms. Riggi introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for discussion.

Ms. Nielsen referred to the document titled “DRAFT Position on Health Care”. She discussed the background for this position statement and gave an in-depth summary. She opened this item for discussion. This position statement was tabled and deferred to the next Policy committee meeting for further review, edits, and recommendations.
Ms. Nielsen referred to the document titled “DRAFT Position on Mental Health”. She discussed the background for this position statement and gave an in-depth summary. She opened this item for discussion.
Mr. Lowe motioned to approve the adoption of the “DRAFT Position on Mental Health” as written. Ms. Frischmann seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Ms. Nielsen referred to the document titled “DRAFT Position Statement on Human and Civil Rights”. She discussed the background for this position statement and gave an in-depth summary. She opened this item for discussion.
Mr. Lowe motioned to approve the adoption of the “DRAFT Position Statement on Human and Civil Rights” with the recommended changes. Ms. Frischmann seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Ms. Nielsen referred to the document titled “DRAFT Position Statement on Sexual Health”. She discussed the background for this position statement and gave an in-depth summary. She opened this item for discussion. This position statement was tabled and deferred to the next Policy committee meeting for further review, edits, and recommendations.
Evaluation Committee
Ms. Riggi introduced this item and deferred it to Ms. Nielsen for discussion.
Ms. Nielsen discussed the no cost extension on funds from FFY23 and the plans for its use. She referred to the document titled “Cat 10 Spreadsheet for No Cost Ext Funds Revised”. She discussed the division of funds among objectives 1.1, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.3, and Council Travel. She opened this item for discussion. 
Mr. Lowe motioned to approve the division of the FFY23 no cost extension funds among objectives 1.1, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.3, and Council Travel. Vivian Turner second the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Budget Committee
Ms. Riggi deferred this item to Vickie Ives, Budget Committee Chair, for discussion.
Ms. Ives discussed information provided from Information and Technical Assistance Center (ITACC) and State of Nevada Deputy Attorney General for use of funds for contract vs grant for Global Technical Communications for $24,999 and the additional discussion for use of remaining funds in the amount of $25,001. She invited Ms. Nielsen to provide further background on the discussion and decision made with State fiscal staff. They were able to continue forward with the full $50,000 originally intended under this grant. She opened this item for discussion.
Fourth Quarter Project Status Summary for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2023
Ms. Riggi deferred this item to Marisol Rivas, Project Manager, and council staff. 
Ms. Rivas referred to the document titled "DRAFT NGCDD FFY '23 Fourth Quarter Project Status Summary Report”. She gave an in-depth summary of its contents. She invited Ellen Marquez, Self-Advocacy Coordinator, to speak on efforts and initiatives under objectives 1.3, 2.4, and 3.1 including the current GTC grant, the partners in policymaking course, and the iCan Bike program respectively. She opened this item for discussion. 
Ms. Rivas then presented updates on the FFY ’23 grants under objectives 3.2, 3.3, and 3.4 respectively. This item was opened for discussion.
Updates from Public Health Liaison 
Ms. Riggi deferred this item to Kimberly Palma-Ortega, Public Health Liaison, for discussion.
Ms. Palma-Ortega discussed the projects and objectives she has been working on. She discussed her vital partnership with the Division of Emergency Management and being able to navigate the Access and Functional Needs (AFN) population. She has been able to attend many training courses; and with the DEM partnership, they will be conducting trainings to the community.
Developmental Disabilities Network Partners Summary
Ms. Riggi deferred to Randall Owen from the Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities (NCED) and representatives on behalf of Lisa Bonie from the Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living (NNCIL).
Dr. Owen presented information on current projects and initiatives being done by NCED. He discussed the iCan Bike camp programs and spoke on the venue for the Las Vegas camp. He also spoke on the final stages of putting together a menu of their programs and services so people can better understand who they are and what they do. He spoke on the partnership with Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD) and Cheyenne Pasquale and working on the No Wrong Door system. They are finalizing their report on this system. They are also working on their lifespan-respite grant which focuses on finding what services are available and identifying any gaps. This grant will be over the next five years. He also spoke about hoping to be involved more in the Guinn Center reporting and developing a working relationship with them to include person with disabilities. He opened this time for discussion.
Jackie Shelton with Jax’s Marketing and Communications spoke on behalf of Ms. Bonie and the NNCIL. She presented information on current projects and initiatives being done by NNCIL. She spoke on the creation of a website specific to people with disabilities and older adults in 7 categories of public emergency, including pandemic, fire, earthquake, flooding, snow, blizzard, heat wave, terrorism, and shootings. They’re also going to be providing information by county throughout the state of Nevada. They are also going to also provide general information on evacuations, complete with a downloadable Go-bag list that they can make specific to their situation. The website will be accessible for all types of disabilities and they’re also planning on English and Spanish at this point. They met with Kimberly and Heather who gave them great information and they were the ones who invited them to come and present at this meeting. They are also hoping to connect with social services so this can be found in many places. She opened this time for discussion. 
State Agency Updates
Ms. Riggi inquired if any agency representatives would like to present updates on disability-related information. 
Ms. Frischmann with ADSD stated that they had some waiver increases that went into effect in July. They also removed the dollar limitations on some of the services. They have a big rate change coming up on April 1st of 2024. It kind of changes the structure here at Medicaid. They're getting ready to do their budget concept papers for the next session already. She opened this time for discussion.
Ms. Turner with Vocational Rehabilitation (VocRehab) stated they are just continuing to try to improve our online application process and making sure that it's accessible. They are looking to get intakes or applicants processed as expediently as possible. She opened this time for discussion.
Vickie Ives, bureau chief for the Bureau of Child Family and Community Wellness at the Division of Public and Behavioral Health, stated she supports the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program, the immunization program, the chronic disease prevention, the health promotion program, and the maternal child and adolescent health program which houses the Title 5 maternal child health grant among many others. They’re gearing up for the five-year needs assessment which is at core element deciding how title 5 maternal child health activities get planned and how funding is directed within the grant. They really want inclusive feedback, statewide from, any entities serving our populations of focus, which include pregnant persons, children, youth with special health care needs. They've had some changes in how certain fiscal things can flow at the state level. It's kind of impacting their timeline a bit. She also wanted to highlight that they are hoping to partner with some specific resource sharing. She also wanted to highlight the Mountain States Regional Genetic Collaborative that has been working for a number of years on increasing both family and individual provider knowledge of genetic education. That group is looking for a new home whether it's with the maternal child health coalitions or elsewhere. If anyone's interested, please reach out to her. She also stated the commercialization of the COVID vaccine is having a really big impact for the state immunization program. A particular area of concern that would be of interest to this group is their role in helping fund vaccines for children who are on the Childrens’ Health Insurance Program (CHIP). She opened this time for discussion. 
Heather Lafferty, the Diversity Equity Inclusion and Access and Functional News Coordinator for the Nevada Division of Emergency Management, gave a presentation on the work the DD Council and DEM have done in partnership. This partnership is one of the first in the nation. It's innovative and they are getting people across the nation reaching out to learn about their collaboration and learn best practices from them. This is only possible because of the leadership of both the DD Council and the Division of Emergency Management prioritizing closing some of these enormous gaps that we see in disasters particularly for people with disabilities and access and functional needs. The only way they make a significant dent in that is if they make sure we're prioritizing nothing about us without us. That leads to a paradigm shift when it comes to disasters and being prepared for disasters.
Meeting adjourned at loss of quorum at 12:36 p.m.
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